
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 13th September 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey Luie McEntire, Colm Murray, 





Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, 





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 30th  June 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th July 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Special “In Committee” Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 4th August 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 14th June 2017
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that ten Public Liability Claims were received during July and August 2017.

Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.

Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 and replied to queries raised by the members.

John confirmed to the members that no submissions were received during the public consultation stage.  

The members and officials discussed the merits of varying the rate upwards.  
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that the basic rate of local property tax should stand varied upwards by 5% for the year 2018 in respect of relevant residential properties situated in the local authority’s administrative area. 
Municipal District Meetings to consider the General Municipal Allocations.

The following meeting dates were agreed  

Granard MD – GMA


- 
24th October 2017.

Longford MD  - GMA

-  
25th October 2017.

Ballymahon MD – GMA

-
26th October 2017.

LCC Budget Meeting


-
27th November 2017.

Notice of Motion.
Business Support Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -

“In light of the pending new rates legislation and the new valuations for Longford, I call on Longford County Council to introduce a new Business Support Scheme in 2018 to help ratepayers of €10,000 and under, by giving a refund of 5-10% to those who have their liability and any outstanding arrears paid by 1st July 2018. This scheme would also apply to ratepayers on direct debit. The credit would be applied to their account on 1st January 2019."

J. McKeon stated that it is not prudent, at this time, to make any changes to the existing Small Business Support Scheme without first waiting for new legislation (expected early in 2018) and the final results of the recent County Longford revaluation.

In light of these imminent developments, the current scheme will be reviewed in 2018 in order to devise a scheme that is best fit for purpose, effective and economical for both Longford ratepayers and Longford County Council. 

Councillor P. Loughrey, Leas Cathaoirleach took the Chair as the Cathaoirleach had to leave the meeting.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Deanscurragh, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of property at Deanscurragh, Longford to Pauline and Tommy Reilly in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 26th July 2017, as circulated. 
Disposal of Rural House at Carollbrennan, Newtowncashel,  Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mark Casey seconded by Councillor Gerard Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Rural House at Carollbrennan, Newtowncashel, 
Co. Longford to Gavin Murphy, 5 Brookside Gardens, Rush, Co. Dublin in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 28th August 2017, as circulated. 

Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Rathcronan, Granard, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Pauric Brady seconded by Councillor John Duffy, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of property at Rathcronan, Granard, 

Co. Longford to Ms. Sadie Sheridan, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 30th August 2017, as circulated. 
Notices of Motions.

Bye-Laws – former Longford Town Council.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -


“That this Council provides a list of Bye-Laws invoked by the former Town Council to present to the Joint Policing Committee to ensure their implementation.  Some of these Bye-Laws include the erection of sandwich boards, clothes hanging on balconies of flat complexes, satellite dishes to the front of houses and on-street drinking of alcohol.”

J. Brannigan briefed the members on the Bye Laws adopted by Longford Town Council.  He confirmed that there are no formal Bye Laws in place controlling the hanging of clothes on balconies or the erection of satellite dishes.  However, satellite dishes are controlled by Planning Regulations.  A list of the adopted Bye-Laws to be forwarded to Councillor Nolan.

Derelict Sites Register
The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -


“That this Council speed up the putting in place of a Derelict Sites Register, with a dedicated in-house team to deal with property owners who are causing so much distress to adjacent property owners who have to put up with dumping, anti-social behaviour and infestation of rodents.”
J. Brannigan stated that it is not possible for the Council to put in place a dedicated in-house team working exclusively on derelict sites.  However, staff working in the Housing and Environment Sections are co-ordinating their efforts so as to bring improvements to these locations as quickly as possible. 

Grants for the Provision of Water Supplies.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor C. Murray -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to the Department of the Housing, Planning & Local Government to include new build houses on the eligible criteria for the grant for the provision of a water supply to a house."

It was agreed that Longford County Council will write to the Department of the Housing, Planning & Local Government to request the inclusion of new build houses on the eligible criteria for the grant for the provision of a water supply to a house.
Water Services.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

"That this Council immediately demands that the water services be returned to the Local Authority from Irish Water and the mechanism to do so be put in place immediately and that this motion be circulated to all other Local Authorities."
Councillor Sexton also requested that the Local Authority contact the Minister for the Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding her request.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that Longford County Council does not demand that water services be returned to the Local Authority from Irish Water and the mechanism to do so be put in place immediately.
A vote was taken.

For Councillor Sexton 
-
Councillors – S. Butler, M. Cahill, M. Casey,


P. Loughrey, L. McEntire, P. Nolan, P. O’Toole,



P.J. Reilly, M. Sexton and G. Warnock.



Total  -  10

For Councillor Murray
-
Councillors – P. Brady, J. Browne, M. Carrigy,



J. Duffy, G. Farrell, C. Murray and P. Ross.



Total – 7.

Councillor Sexton’s Motion was declared carried. 
Development of Public Housing.
It was agreed that the following two Motions be taken together  -
The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey  -


"That this Council totally and comprehensively rejects the notion of a semi-state company/entity (Irish Water Mark 2) to drive house building and provide the money to Local Authorities who know the needs in the community and that this motion be circulated to all other Local Authorities."
The following Notice of Motion was proposed Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton  -

“That Longford County Council write to the Minister for Housing, Eoghan Murphy, outlining our strong opposition to the notion of the establishment of a national body/quango with direct responsibility for the development of public housing. Such a measure would further undermine the role of local government in the provision of local services and again threaten the very fabric of Local Democracy and local decision-making. In rejecting the notion of a national quango we should also reiterate our numerous pleas for procedural reform in how capital funding is allocated to help remove the layers of bureaucracy in drawing down of finance thus allowing local authorities to roll out their capital programmes more expediently. Local Authorities are best placed to deliver public projects. It is Departmental procedures and procurement bureaucracy that are the main obstacles to the speedy rollout of public projects. Please circulate to all local authorities, the AILG, the CCMA and An Seanad Eireann and constituency TDs.”

It was agreed that Longford County Council will write to the Minister outlining the Council's opposition to the establishment of a national body/quango with direct responsibility for the development of public housing and circulate to all other Local Authorities the AILG, the CCMA and An Seanad Eireann and constituency TDs.
It was also agreed that LAMA be circulated.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Presentation by Mona Considine, Manager, Backstage Theatre and Centre for the Arts.
Mona Considine, Manager, Backstage Theatre and Centre for the Arts, gave a   comprehensive presentation to the meeting under the following headings –
· Structures of Backstage Theatre.

· Arts Council Funding.

· Local Authority Funding.

· Vision for the Theatre.

· Facilities at Backstage.

· Companies and Artists who have performed at Backstage.

· Programmes  -  Community, Children and Families, Music, St. Christopher’s 

  Services, Visual Arts, etc.

· Draft Programme for 2018.

· The Canal Studio.

The Cathaoirleach and Members complimented Mona and the staff at Backstage on the extensive range of arts programmes being provided at the Theatre.

Notices of Motions.

Designing Out Crime through Design Initiative.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton -

“I propose that Longford County Council create a policy where our Planning Office refers any large scale planning applications for residential, commercial, industrial or recreational development to the local Superintendent of An Garda Síochána inviting comments with a view to implementing a "designing out crime through design initiative"
B. Heslin stated that as it currently stands there is no statutory basis for inclusion of the local Superintendent of An Garda Síochána in the consultation process for planning applications.  

Longford County Council could include An Garda Síochána on the Planning List of address for notification by email.  An Garda Síochána could then review any applications they consider appropriate and, if considered necessary, make a submission in the formal manner as laid down by the Planning Acts.
Councillor J. Browne stated that he opposes Councillor Warnock’s Motion and 

Councillor C. Murray seconded Councillor Browne. 
A vote was taken.

For Councillor Warnock        -         Councillors – S. Butler,  M. Casey,



P. Loughrey,  P. Nolan, P. O’Toole,



P. Ross, G. Warnock.



Total  -  7

For Councillor Browne
-
Councillors –  J. Browne, 
J. Duffy, G. Farrell, 



C. Murray.



Total – 4.

Councillor Warnock’s Motion was declared carried. 

Local Economic Redress Fund.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Casey -

“I am proposing that the Government establish a Local Economic Redress Fund to benefit Local Authority Areas that were not prioritised for economic development under the formal Spatial Strategy.
The mechanics of the Fund is that of a central grant being made available to qualifying Local Authorities equating to 50% of their Commercial Rates yield. This would allow qualifying Local Authorities to decrease the Annual Rate of Valuation by 50% thereby allowing existing commerce some fiscal latitude to grow their business and also incentivise new business to set up in the area. The extent of the grant should be for a 5-year period.
I believe that such a measure could provide a much needed shot in the arm to economically challenged counties by creating some space to develop commercially.  I would envisage that implementation of such a scheme would be a significant boost in terms of job creation and balanced regional development.  It would certainly represent value for money as funds would directly benefit the business while being of no monetary disadvantage to the Local Authority. 
I propose that global valuations would not be included in the scheme as they operate on a national basis.
I request that this proposal be sent to the Office of The Taoiseach as this will likely require inter departmental co-operation to realise.  I also request that this proposal be circulated to all other Local Authorities and to the AILG.”

It was agreed that Longford County Council will write to the Government regarding Councillor Warnock's Notice of Motion and circulate the proposal to all other Local Authorities and to the AILG.
Countywide Community CCTV Network

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock -

"I call on Longford County Council, An Garda Síochána and the various community text alert groups in Longford to develop a countywide Community CCTV network linked into our district Garda Stations."
B. Heslin stated that the Minister  for Justice recently announced a new scheme for Community based CCTV schemes  to support local communities who wish to install and maintain CCTV security systems in their area, with the aim of increasing public safety and to deter illegal or anti-social behaviour.  The Scheme will run for 3 years with funding of €1 million being made available each year.

The scheme is designed to provide financial assistance to qualifying local organisations towards meeting the capital costs associated with the establishment of local community CCTV systems.  Within this limit, grants of up to 60% of the total capital costs of the system may be awarded.


The application must be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee and will be subject to an Assessment of need by the local Divisional Officer of An Garda Síochána.  The Local Authority must be agreeable to act as Data Controller.

In that context, it would appear that each application must be an individual one, based on identified need and subject to locally raised finance of 40% of the cost. It does not appear to envisage a county wide network linked into the district Garda stations.
Councillor M. Casey stated that he does not agree with Councillor Carrigy’s Motion.
Promotion of County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S Butler, on behalf of Councillor M. Mulleady,  and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole  -

"I call on Longford County Council to immediately carry out a promotional campaign in the UK to promote Longford as a location for firms considering relocating from the UK as a result of Brexit."
B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council is very supportive of all opportunities to promote Longford as a place to do business.  The timing of such a campaign, the target audience and the agenda for such an event will need to be fully researched and scoped out.  

Provision of funding for such promotional campaigns should also be considered as part of the 2018 budgetary process.

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD).
It was agreed that the following two Motions be taken together  -

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor P.O’Toole  -

"That the Chief Executive will within two months report to the Council, for their consideration, setting out:   On how this Council plans to implement the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD). This international treaty which sets out how human rights are to be promoted and protected specifically for people with disabilities of which Ireland has agreed to. With 5,404 people in Longford are living with disabilities (14% of the population) and 30 people with disabilities on the housing list. What measures have been taken and are planned by this Council to ensure the participation and engagement by people with disabilities and their representatives in local decision making structures and mechanisms and what plans are in place to ensure suitable housing is provided."
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor  M. Casey  -

"I call on Longford County Council to call on the Government to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) which sets out how enjoyment of human rights are to be promoted and protected to enable people with disabilities to live full lives in their communities.  Ireland signed the UN CRPD in March 2007 which committed Ireland to its ratification and therefore to its progressive implementation therefore its ratification is long overdue."

B. Heslin stated that in relation to the participation of people with disabilities in local decision making structures, the Council has complied with the various guidelines issued by the then Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in establishing Strategic Policy Committees.  This affords an opportunity to various sectoral interests to influence the development of policies by the Council
The County Longford Public Participation Network (PPN), which includes representatives from the disability sector, facilitates input by the public into local government through a structure that ensures public participation and representation on decision –making committees within local government.  The PPN is the main link through which Longford County Council connects with the community, voluntary and social inclusion sectors.
The PPN have nominated representatives to each of the 4 Strategic Policy Committees of the Council.  In addition, the PPN has representatives on the following structures -

· Local Community Development 
· Longford Sports Partnership 
· County Longford Tourism
· County Longford Heritage Forum 
· Older Persons Council 
· URBACT Local Group
· Longford Community Resources Ltd 
· Longford Volunteer Centre
· Citizen Information Service 
· Longford County Childcare Committee 
In a number of cases there are specific representatives from the disability sector on the above bodies. In addition the Council’s Disability Officer has met, and is in contact with representatives from the disability sector to advance issues of concern for people with disabilities.  

The National Guidelines for the Assessment and Allocation Process for Housing Provision for people with a Disability were issued by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government  in November 2014. In July 2016 the Housing Agency commenced a review of the Guidelines to assess their impact. As a result revised Guidelines were issued by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (DHPCLG).
A multi agency housing and disability group exits in Longford and has agreed strategy for housing people with disabilities. The vision of the Strategy is to facilitate access, for people with disabilities, to the appropriate range of housing and related support services, delivered in an integrated and sustainable manner, which promotes equality of opportunity, individual choice and independent living. The target allocation rate is 5% of all allocations to be for people with disabilities.

GENERAL.
Notices of Motions.
Long Term Illness Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -

"I call on the Minister for Health to add Crohn’s Disease to the list of prescribed illness on the Long Term Illness Scheme."
Unanimously agreed by the members.

Development of An Post Office Network.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly  -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the moves to develop the Post Office network into a real banking force with current accounts and full banking services, based on the New Zealand model. This will primarily serve rural areas where bank branches have closed and mitigate against the closure of hundreds of rural Post Offices." 
It was agreed that Councillor Butler’s Motion be forwarded to the Chief Executive of 
An Post and to Mr. Denis Naughton, T.D., Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
National Antenatal Programme

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  P. Loughrey  -

"I call on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Health to ask him to provide free anomaly scans on a national basis as part of the antenatal programme."
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Simon Harris, T.D., Minister for Health.

Support Your Local Campaign.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor               - 

“That Longford County Council supports the hospitality and tourism sector which supports 1,271 jobs in Longford and is a critical component of our offering to tourists, with tourism spend in Longford worth €17 million in 2016.  This Council backs the ‘Support Your Local’ campaign in calling for a reduction in excise tax on alcohol in budget 2018, in order to support local jobs, the hospitality sector and our local economy.”
Following a discussion, Councillor Ross amended his Motion as follows –

“That this Council supports the hospitality & tourism sector which supports 1,271 jobs in Longford and is a critical component of our offering to tourists, with tourism spend in Longford worth €17 million in 2016.  This Council is calling for a reduction in excise tax on alcohol sold on draught in licensed premises in budget 2018, in order to support local jobs, the hospitality sector and our local economy.”

This was agreed to by the members.
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 12th July 2017 received from Bank of Ireland Group regarding banking services in County Longford  was noted.

Letter dated 19th July 2017 received from Longford Westmeath Education & Training Board regarding the establishment of a new second level school in Edgeworthstown was noted.
Letter dated 20th July 2017 received from Minister Shane Ross regarding uninsured drivers was noted.
Constituency Commission Report 2017  -  available with A. Lee.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

Chief Executive Orders.
Recovery of Commercial Rates.

Councillor M. Sexton queried the issue of legal proceedings for the recovery of small amounts due in respect of Commercial Rates. 
2016 Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme.
Councillor M. Sexton queried the sale of a number of Local Authority Dwellings.

Arrangements will be made to follow up on Councillor Sexton’s queries.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
11th October 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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